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Comrades,- In its rejjort to our last Paity Conveiit.iou u Al~ 
Itighimy, ,Peuu., the Nfttional Executive Commitcot observed 
that the progress 0/ SociaJism camiot be measured bv tLe 
uumber of votes cast for oar humble ticket, but rather by the 
extpnt to whiub the public has become enlighleiied as to our 
priiioiples." 8incethe!Ldjounjineiitoft]];it uoayeiitjon thoa. 
pi-mciples have been endorsed by over S00,Om votes Th ■ 
a(ic);iratious that " Civil Goverument should guarantee th 
nyht of every- laborer to the results of his toil '■■ and tha 
La!>or should be ao proteered by Natioual aud Stat* an 
thoruyas to equalise its burdens aud insure nluat 'i-^Ln'- 
tioii of its resuftf-/" shJ tliat " fc-!i(..,i:ighfrjnr"jii--; ^t'"!- 
»^-ii me fiee gifts of ^<a[ure to uli niaiinind" have hucu iiiu 
liwhiJ at least once by the ontire capitalistic press r.iid dm 
lug the campaign iu over one thousand papers devoted Ur 
the Greenback Party. For having by its ijifluenoe caused 
such a niagiiiflceut advertise me i^t of those priucipia' an 
achievement all the more to our credit, hi that we liave held 
oiir orgaoization intact, and have maiutaiueti our radical 
position, otir little Party may well be proud ; 
■ The old guard has stood firm and uu<laiinted in tbe face of 
. attacks from esterual and internal etiemiea fiercer than ever 
tlireatened any similar organiaatioii. The campaign is over. 
Let us forget, in the triumphant progress of the future, the 
the sad occurrences of tiie past. Let tliase who proved false 
in the hour of danger, retire for silent meditation, and let 
tho,se who iioneatly disagreed with the course of the Party ac- 
knowledge that they misunderstood us. We shall dis- 
pute no longer, but let our record answer for us. Here- 
after our time shall be devoted to the task of drawing into 
our ranks the thousands of radical thinkers wlio have 
learned to know ns, and who will join us when they become 
convinced that we can maintain among ourselves 'the same 
order and dieclpiine that we recommend to the world. And 
now as to our lutiire course with reference to the Greenback 
or other half-way parties. Those who have steadily coiifide<l 
iu our integrity need no explanation, but to tlioae who are 
stili doubtful we will state that we shall in future aa in the 
past, execute the measures ordered by the Party, and unless 
otherwise directed by that highest of aU authorities, the gen- 
eral vote of our membership shall observe strictly the letter 
j of the Constitution. 

There must always be au advan(se guard battling for oo'/rt- 
plefe emancipation and absoluie self-government of the peo- 
ple, and the true Socialist must ever be in tliat advance 
I guard. Progress will sweep away one after another the oi>- 
preasive institutions that now ftouri^, tlie ameliorative 
niciisures now advocated in our platform may all be prac- 
tiiMilly adopted, yet we will still find om-selves only on the 
tlireshoid of that perfect temple of human libertv toward 
which we are struggling. Already those ameUorative de- 
mands And hosts of .su])porters, and as '■ half-way parties " 
adopt thorn and secure tlieir fuldimout, we must steadily ad- 
vance to more radical gi-ound. The Jaw of Em ijueBt Domain 
must now be proclaimed in every commouweaWn in order 
that in obedience Cheffi.i. the National Government may be 



authorizeil to obtain possession of and operate the railroads 
and telegraph lines, is.sue all money, and direct ai! bankinj- 
and insurance, and regulate commerce between the Statii 
by estabhabnig a system of equitable exchange, the State or 
Corporation shall become the Landlord, shall organize in- 
dustry, and shall guarantee to every willing worker the on- 
portumty to labor to the best advantage bath to himself and 
to the community. 

From external enemies we fear nothing, and will merelv 
lepJy to th.)ae so-called 'SoclaJista" who denounce us as 
compromisers" that we regret the shortsightedness of those 
who consider it cnmmal to endorse our own principles when 
incorporated n. the platform of another political p^ty, even 
Uiough that party IS thereby eornpellcf to progress in our 
direction and to defend our own principles. And nowiet us 
goto work; Ihore are four districtj*. each («>i»taiRvi»".mnn-v 
-!'(-'}"na 'i.iif^.i .,;■ = -.-- ■■ 



for free distribution as t!ip itest and cheaiJest mode of agita- 
tion. 

Dr. Stiebeling is engaged in publishing his new pamphlets, 
Mr. Qroniund wili isaue a revised edition of tlie " timing 
Eevolution," and our Committee is preparing a thorough 
explanation of our Platform and principles, for publication 
in tract form. Rest news of all is that our comrades in New 
York are about to establish a fine daily and weekly paper 
in the English language. Let us all. commence a vigorous 
revival now, and in the glorious successes of tbe futm-e for- 
get the mistakes nf the past 1 Before closing this appeal we 
would remind our membera and friends that a multitude of 
on r comrades have been driven from Germany for defending 
our cause, and are flocking to America to find a refuge among 
ns. They are nearly all penniless and m nee<l of assistance. 
Let our aid be as prompt and generous as their suttei-iog is 
great. Contributions eliould be forwarded without delay and 
their collection should be regular and systematic. ' No further 
appeal should be necessary. Let us prove to the world that 
our cause is iutei' national, and that we know how to protect 
our friends. 

Owing to the many appeals for assistance from our asso- 
ciates in America and Europe, claims that our resources can- 
not fully meet, we are unable to render the support properly 
due the champions of human rights in Ireland, where tbe 
Laud Question, most imuortant to all social eeformers, is 
now being practically settled. 

The sttnagle is evferywhere being vigorously conducted: 
111 Russia, German J, France, Italy, Spain, Btigiaud and Ire- 
land the camp tires of Socialism are burning. 

The statesmen of the civilized world are fast learning Ihat 
there can be no peace untO just relations are estabhshed be- 
tween man and man. 

America, foremost of Nations, and the greatest of all Ee- 
pHlJicB, should set the example. Wlmt socialist who can 
read the signs of the times, dare sleep or yield to dispair at a 
moment like this? Who is not with us, is against us. 

THK NATIONAI, FXECUTtVJi COMMITTEE. 

PHir.ip ViK Pattes, j?«:. 
Detruit. Mich., .Tan. 1, ISSI, 
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FOREIGN. 

Ireland. — The State trials are over, and resulted iu disa- 
greement ()f the jury. Defence was able to exeite so imueli 
sympatby that the Goveraimt'nt is heartily siek of the whole 
a'ffalr. Meanwhile the Land League is rapidly gaining 
ground iu Ulster and all Orange districts, to the dismay of 
those who souKht to keep up religioua diviaions. " Boycot- 
ting " of laniJlords is the rule throughout the coujitry and 
esttnde eveu to the isolation and ostracism of priests who 
endeavor to oppose the popular movement. 

" T)ie land for the people," is the ery and it must prove 
irresistible. 

Oermany.—BhKe the ''free'' city of Hamburg was de- 
clared hi a state of siege, the perfcecution of all known aud 
suapected Socialists has Iwen vigoi'ous and relentless. Otto 
Reimer, Max Stoehr, Sehweppoudieok and many other 

S)romiuent comrades have been exiled and are now in Amer- 
ea. Leipzig will be the next point of attack, and a wliole- 
sale expiilsiou of Socialists will follow. 

Bismarck forgets, however, lliat the world looks u()on his 
course as a confession that he acknowledges his inability to 
defeat our principles by argument, and resorts to the policy 
of all brutal eoWHrds. The eontribulions to tho relief fund 
arc very large but the emergency is too great for the re- 
sources of tho Germau Socialists, hampered by police super- 
vision, and the American sympathisers are anxiously looked 
to for support, 

JVaiiee.— Blanqui, the famous revolutionist, died at Paris 
on New Year's day. He was tbe terror of the Monarchists 
and Bourgeois Republicans, having been prominent in every 
popular revolt cince 1827. Ho has been ihree times under 
aeuteuce of death, and spent thirty-seven years of hisi life in 
prison, but the old hero was never dismayed nor subdued. 

TEo ^oeiSli''* '"'■I'li'i'i.a'; -a', H:u-re which waB in session from 

■"he 14th til th; ■ ; -oi ioi)^ dis- 

■ • 'C':. ■: ■■..'■ :.".■ — lou of niany 

- . ' ■,"; groups (most of whom were 

:'Jiig eipmeiit-wiliitlrej^ and or- 

;i-^"' Th-' strife was mainly 'doe 

:■ i-atiLiti Oi-the.lJl'^'ad- 

■iv< in Sioeiely. Tlie 
■ .;;"tsj, li^^d that the 

the only reasonable means ol ret.rgauii^mg' nocitLy. iuev" 
favored collective ownership of the means of proiiuction, but 
individual ownership of the results, by the producers. They 
also demand legal recognition of trade unions arid reform of 
the laws of arbitration, legal protection of co-operative asso- 
ciations and the iisual ameliorative reforms advocated l>y the 
Socialists in all countries. 

The congress ofthe"revolutionists" demanded the estab- 
lishment of community in all things, by all possible means. 
Upon this question a resolution in favor of mdividual own- 
ership of personal property, but coiiective ownership of the 
means of production, wasrejecfed by a vote of .'iS to 3. The 
" revolutionists " further adopted resolutions favoring the es- 
tablishment of permanent strike committees to prepare for 
the Social Esvolntion, tlie enactment of laws fixing the 
minimum of wages of workingmen, all children to be taken 
charge of :md educated by the State, abolishment of the laws 
of indirect heritage (right of bequest to other than blood re- 
lations), the right of inheritance in direct line (within the 
family) to be limited to 20,00!) francs ($4000.00), and confisca- 
tion of tlie property of all religious congregations. A num- 
ber of ameliorative measures were also endorsed. The ad- 
vocates of this ■' revolutionary '' school oppose political ac- 
tion and denounce the political Socialists as ■'stumbling- 
blocks in the way of progress." The fury of the fire-eaters is 
not, however, equalled by their strength, and while during 
a revolutionary out-break they are indispensable, yet in time 
of peaee they are noisy nuisances when sensible political 
work is attempted, however vahiahlc they niay be as agita- 
tors in the narrow circles of their awjuaiiitancfes. 



SOCIALISM AND THE ANARCHISTS. 



The trades as'iemhlies of the various cities are cj^nsidering 
the question of holding a ZSTational convention or trades 
congress, for'the purpose of forming a National federation. 
Such assemblies are now formed in Boston, New Tork, 
Philadelphia, Washington, Pittsburg, Detroit, Cleveland, 
Cincinnati, Chicago, St. Louis, New Orleans, Denver and 
San Francisco, and others are being formed hi a dozen ad- 
ditional cities. 



Socialism signifies 1;he principle in human relations that 
all matters affecting society should be subject to regulation 
and control by society. The condition and actions of the 
individual to be the concern of the group or community 
in so far as said condition and actions atfbet the community, 
and no further ; the condition and actions of the commimtty 
to be the concern of the State in so far as they aflisct the 
State, hut no further; and the aflSiira of the State to be the 
concern of the Nation iu so far as they affect the Nation, bitt 
no further; The afRiire of tlie nation to be the concern of 
the combiiied Nations, t<) the same extent, hut no further. 
The combination of individuals forming the community 
must for their own protection invoke the power and aiithoritv 
of the community to g^iarantee to each individLial' the full 
enjoyments of his rights. The combination of communities 
forming the State mubt in the sanie way uphold the rights ot 
eaeh commimity, and the State tlie same within the Nation. 
So must the alliance of the Nations protect each Nation in 
its individual lights. The power given to the instrumetit or 
agent of each combination to protect evei'j member of this 
combination, is called Authority. 

So much for Socialism. And now, what is Anarchism? 
Exactly the opposite to Socialism iu every particular. As 
the original Greek words signify, the Anarchist is one wiio 
repudiates all authority, personal or collective, either assum- 
ed or delegated. Socialists uphold the law of Eminent Do- 
maio ; the Anarchists resist it. 

Socialists, like the Anarchists, repudiate personal author- 
ity but maintain that of the people. Anarchists deny the 
authority over its members of even the simplest group. A 
witty writer has said that Anarchism is Socialiscn gone to 
seed ! But the true Socialist is as hostile to the Anarchist as 
is truth to falsehood. Communism is the extreme of collec- 
tivism, Anarchism the extreme of individualism. 

Socialism is the happy medium, using all that is good of I 
both and avoiding the extremes. The individual Anarchist 
proposes to unite vritb others only when his own tbrees are 
not adequate to his aims, and then only with those whose 
iiitereaTB,an4i.flima correspond with his own. As the group 
is [he primary form of organization, it Ja imnepessticy to dia 
cuss the practicability of further combinations, when we cr ' 
show that the group itself on anarchistic principles would 1. 
a hot-house exotic. The group could take no action affecting I 
its individual membei-s, without tho fidl eonsentof each and | 
every one of them I 

A single discontented, ignorant, spiteful or dyspeptic mem- 1 
ber could block all business ! Your Anarchist will submit to | 
no majority rule ! The Anarchistic groups in a Federation 
(if a federation of even a dozen groups cauld be established 
as an experiment), would he held down by a single group, no 
matter how insignificant, until reason' would resume its | 
sway and the despotism of a minority, the most ridicuhma I 
of all despotisms (uidess it be. that of the uewly arrived in- i 
fant in a household, needing to be humored and coaxed) I 
couid be repudiated ! 

The Anarchists dare to caU themselves "SociahaU!' 
What is the grasping capitalist if not an Anarchist ? Does | 
he not say, " hands ol?! "? LaUsez faire .' Laissez oiler ' 

Do not the upholders of the jofimious p'rofit-taking svstem I 
insist that Society Las no right to meddle with individual] 
affiiirs, no right to prevent the barbarous plundering of one 
another that makes men all claws and stomach, like the i 
crab or the devil fish ? 

The very formation of a group is an attack upon Anarchy, 
just as the formalion of a trade union or co-operative associa- 
tion is an attack upon capitalism. The Anarchist proposes j 
to use society for his own benefit, but perform no duties in I 
return. One of tho New England Anarchists once refused 
to pay his taxes, but when his house should catch fire, or the j 
thieves should break in, or should a neighbor cany off his I 
crops, he wouM be clamorous for the protection and aid of I 
Society ! 

The prs.sent Chief of tho Bureau of the Labor Statistics of ■ 
Ohio, Mr. HaiTy J. Walls, is to be removed by Governor 
Foster to make way for a Republican. The Trades Assembly 
of Cincinnati, the president of tbe Iron Mouldei's' Union of 
North America and many other labor organizations and 
prominent labor advocates have petitioned for the retention 
of Mr. Walls, whoso reports have been noted for their accur- 
acy and truthfulness, but what do the petitions of laboring 
men amount to? When will tbev cease begtring and u^ 
their ballots ? 
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IMPORTANT JUDICIAL DECISION. 

Iran jlolder's Jam nai. 

On the tld of tlctober, the molilere in the Joliu^ou Har- 
vester (^ompauy'a aliop, in Broekport, K. Y., struck for an 
advance io wages, in ordei' to bring them up to tlie prices 
paid ill other Bliopa in tijat city. Tne company refused to 
comply with the demand of the moldei-s, and spnt out agents 
to seouTO molders from other parts of the" couiitrj-. But as 
eoon aa liiey would arrive in Broekport, and were informed 
of the Ktrike, they would return horaa or leave tor some 
other part of the country. If they had not the means to re- 
feira, the molders on strilic would furnish them tlie meuns, 
knowiugtbafcthey were induced to come thei-e on faise re- 
presentations. 

The company iinding that they could not keep the mold- 
ers after they got them to Broekport, got out an injunction 
to prevent the members of Union No. Sti, of Broekport, from 
" interfering in any manner with their buaineas." 

The moldera employed attorney Cochrane, one of the 
ablest lawyers in that part of the State, to argue the case be- 
fore Jud^e Macomber, of the Supreme Court, Ihe Judge re- 
fused to grant the injunction, and put the cost of court on the 
company. The decision is a very important one, involving 
as it does tbe eoiwtiCulioual rights of workingraen. 

The Judge, in giving his deuision, stated that the strike 
mentioned was preceded by an order of the plaintifT redtio- 
ing the wages of the Iron molders who are defendants ; also, 
that the moulders, then and since in the employ of the plain- 
tiff had not contracted their services to the plaintiff for any 
stated length of time, but that, on the contrary, they were st 
work by the day or piece. The orderly and peaceable as- , 
sembling and co-oporation of persons employed in any pro- \ 
fession, trade or handicraft, for the purpose of aeeuring an i 
advance hi the rate of wages or compensation, or for the 
mahitenaniie of sneli right, is now permitted by statute, 
(chnpter 19, laws of 187(1.) 

The court holds that the mere enticing of laborers wlio are 
not of the class of domestic servants from tlie employ or 
from entering the employ of a concern, is legal, and adda ; . 
" As is well known, the origin of this kind of action was at ' 
the tinio of the sabetantial enslavement of domestic servants,- i 
and at the outset it proceeded upon the theory that such aer- , 
vants had not the freedom of aotion which is conceded to 
that class at the present day. I am diainclmed to extend by 
any iudgment of mine the doctrine of recoveiy for enticing i 
B-way servants, when both in fact and in theory the person ! 
enticed is a free agent to come and go as be will, responsible 
only like other persons for a violation of his contract or his ! 

The fact that there are vast accumulations of capital di- 
rected toward the development of the resources of nature 
and of trade in this country, liaving the advantages of a^re- 
gated wealth, would probably, if not certainly, have a ten- 
dency to induce laborers also to combine for their own pro- 
tection. Capital would seek to obtain the cheapest labor, i 
and unless resisted by something more than the old methods 
before the breakdown of ancient industrial systems, would 
almost inevitably succeed in disturbing its relationship to 
labor to the detriment of the community. It is, I think, 
that for such reasons trades unions were organized, and for 
such reasons is it, if at all, that their policy can, or on prmci- 
plea of political economy ought to be recognisw:! and su.^ 
fained.'' , ^ , 

The decision is looked upon as a very important one, ana 
is a hard one for the company to swallow. 



'nie following are the principal Socialistic jonmalB 
and periodieaia published in foreign countries: 

JSngland— The ' Labor News." " Secular Review," "'Sa- 
tional Heibrmer " (Eradlaugh'a), " Kepublican National In- 
dependent," "Die Freiheit'tiJohann Host's), "Le Ti-avail,' 
(all issued in London.) 

ii>.(trace.— "L'Kgalite," '■ Le Proletaire," "La Fhilo* 
ophiede I'Avenir," " Revoe du Mouvement Social," "La 
Revue Socialiste " (all published in Paris), " La Reforme' 
(Guise), " La Federation " (Maraeilles.) 

SwUserland.— '■ Lie^ Btats Hum d'Etirope," "Le Revolte,' 
" Le Precuraeur " (Geneva), " Die Tagwacht," " Der Soaial 
Demokrat'- (Zurieli.) 
Spain.— " La Eevista Social " (Biircelona,) 
Portugal.— " O Protesto " (Lisbon), " L'Operario " (Porto.) 
Zi;a/;/.--"LaEivista del Sooialismo," "LaPlebe" (Milan.) 
Hungary.— " Arbeiter Woehen Crohik" (Budapest.) 
JloUand.— " Werkmansbode " (Amsterdam.) 
JSelffium.— ■' Werker " (Anvers), " Volkswil " (Ghent), 
"LeEeveil" (Seraing), " Le Typographe" " Voix de 
I'ouvrier," (Brussels.) 



Coercive Measures. 

A Galveston trishmauhas a very bright boy, who reads 
the papers. The other mornhig the old man asked Patrick 
junior why he didn't return the change from the marketing. 
There was no answer except that the boy muttered, "The 
toirunt I" 

" Have you fed the pig, Patrick ? " 

A stony atare was the only reply. Then for about fifteen 
minutes there was a vision of a sou closely pursued by a 
bareheaded faiher revolving around the house, until the 
former overcook the latter and yanked him over a water- 
barrel. 

"I was only trying Boycott on yeK, fayrher ! ^orlhesaKe 
of ould Ireland, lave me alone." 

"It's a boy caught ye are," panterl the old man. I'll 
tacheyou to thrille with a home-ruler." and he reacbe-fl oii;. 

The application of coercive meaauies could be Ja««T<fBftr 
blocks on. — OrUveafon News. 



SUBJECTS FOR DEBATE IN LABOR LYCEUMS, 

The relation of Socialism to the Traiie Unions. 

The power of Association. 

The duty of Government to organize equitable exchange. 

State aid to co-operative associations. 

The Initiative and the Referendum. 

W hat should he private property ? 

"What constitutes value V 

Land ownership. The State to be the Landlord. 

Competition vs. co-operation. 

The Eight Hour Movement. 

Governmental Ministry- of Education and Labor. 

Money— its nature, ufes and powers. 



The Apostate's Creed. 

'■ I believe in a chaotic nebula s el f-t-si stent evolvcr of 
heaven and earth." 

■' And in the differentiation of this original homogeneous 
mass It's first-begolton product which was self-formed rato 
separate worlds, divided into land and water, self-organ i zed 
into plunts and anhnais, reproduced in like species, further 
developed into higher orders, and finally reftnod, rational- 
ized, and perfected in man. He descended from the mon- 
-iev.'ascended.to the phi!oso})her, jmd sitteth down in the 
rites and customs of civilization under the laws of a devel- 
oping sociologv. From thence he shall come again by the 
disintegration* of the culminated heterogeneousness, back 
into the original homogfneouHness of chaos. 

-1 lielieve in the w ho 11 v impersonal absolute, the IvhoUy 
m-ratboiic church, the disunion of the saints, the survival 
^ ihe fittest, tlie persistence of force, the dispersion of the 
faoily. and in death everlasting.— .Vew Yori: Independent. 



Postoffice Savings Banks. 

The post offices in tlie Paris postal districto are to under- 
take the business of departmental savings banks. The sys- 
tem haa long been in force in the French provinces, and 
continual efforts, hitherto unavailing, have been made to 
secure the same benefit for Paris. The building m the Eof 
Coq-Heron which is used as the centrai office of these sav- 
ings banks is one of some historical interest It was in 
time of Louis SV. the residence of the " Fermier-General," 
Tholuard de Vouldo. It is a remarkable fact that during 
the time of the Commune tliis office was uninterfered witli, 
and only closed its doors for a single day, when a banl- 
cade raw constructed close beneath its windows. Nest day 
the barricade was abandoned and the clerks returned to their 
work So great was the faith in the sacred n.ess of the build- 
ing that crowds of people deposited their money there rath- 
er thaji keep it in their own hands. The extent to which 
the departmental savings banks are made use of may be 
gathered from the returns of the department of the Seine- 
lufericule. On the Slst of December last the number of 
depowifors in this department was 12;i,92ti, and the amount 
of their deposits 57,445,197, being an increase of 14,4ti8 de- 
positors and Sl,y86..549 since the corre.=ponding date in Hiy, 
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SI/BSf:HIFTIO:V UA-TES. 



OXE YEAR, (postage free) 5U ceuts. 

SIXM0NTH9, ■' 30 - 

th"rb;e Jlu^"^HS, " is " 

fJlXCLK fOPIES, " Ki ■' 

Anv eattj'priiiiie workingman can e^t his papei' free or make a hanfl 
some prolit Ijy ^el^ting up clubB under t£e foUowing conditions : 

CI.IIB KATES. 

(li^apers iiisQed direct to sulKcrflKrSr) 

Tffpmj- cupies, unc year (payable luadvaiiee.) S' 35 

Ten copies, " " 3 75 

Fivewpies, " " 300 

Twenty copioB, six mouths, " 400 

Ten copies, " '* ,,, 335 

Five copies' '' " - 1^ 

Newspaper Agents will be supplied In quSDtJties of 30 or more at 3 cents 
each. Send all inoney and orders, also all ooramucfeattoua conceming the 
editorial department to 

PHIUF VAN FATTEN, Cor. Soc'j. 
6fi Columbia ttt. East, DETRorr, Mich. 
(^"liejistered at the Post OfBce at Detroit- for traiisniLgsion through the 
mails as secoiid-elass matter. 



CLEARING THE WAY FOR SOCIALISM! 



"While the great mAjority of workingmen are rapidly be- 
coming mere attactiments to themachinery of their employ- 
era, and are toiliiig on patiently without a hope of future 
emantiipatiot], wliile tlie fiuaucial reformers are wpeiidiiiw; 
I'. ' " '" " ": the interest paid to bondliuidera. and 

;..^ . ■'es are kept busy in suppressing per- 

8on:ii siiiiiiuuio.-v rat-'.''! by would-be leaders, Social istio in- 
Btitatioiis are being esi-iblished without their help, the prin- 
cipi^s thereby detaoiistrated fioding their way rapidly t« 
" puHIf fiivor. 

'■:^;'(> the reformers who desire the railroads and telegraph 
;l:'.>'d inifi(>r Governmental oitnirol are not yet ready 
to Mdomplisli priiftj'- 1 work', Jay Gould is goiug to do it 
all ftir us. He f\i>t- ij,)h obtained possessiioa of the majority 
of the railroads in America, an enterprise itupeiuiou8 in it- 
aeK, and not satisfied with this achievement he has gobbled 
up all tiie telegraph lines. What does all this signify to 
Soeiaiists ? It means that when (Soukl proves to tiie Amer- 
ican people that all vast public institutions ean be run most 
profitably and aystematicailj under one management, and 
that the power thus obtained can an<l will be used to reduce 
our National and State Govemmeata to the condition of 
mere agencies of the great monopoly to protect the property 
and inter^ta of the same, and with a large standing army 
to keep down the people (under Gen. Grant, as Jay Gould 
desires); when the Kadoual Bankw " have their machinery 
so well organized that within twenty-four hours they can de- 
feat any act of t'ongress,'' (as Jay Gould predicted they 
would) then will the people curse ttieir folly, their stupidity, 
and lack of foresight, and by a supreme eflort they will ea.st 
off their chains and assert their sovereign (y. 

While the monopolies were under vaj-ioua heads, no mat- 
ter how emaJl the number, the people would not learn, la 
order to teach us, Jay Gould takes all the monopolies into his 
own hands. All hail Jay Gould and Prjnee Bismarck, the 
two most active and able Socialists in the "World's history ; 

WHAT IS REVOLUTION? 

The evils that now afflict sooiety are due to ignorance and 
indifference on tlic part of those who eonid aecomplish any 
desired reforms. 

To cause a change of public opinion is revolution in the 
truest sense. Wherever universal suffrage offere the means 
of expressing public opinion, the most thorough and radical 
revolutions are possible. 

Those whose only idea of revolution is resistance by ai'ined 
force to the public officers whose only authority comes from 
the majority of the people are unworthy the respect or confi- 
dence of Socialists, To convince people is to conquer them. 
To temporarily overpower without convincing tbem, delays 
instead of hastening the ultimate triumph of any cause. 
" When a truth can lie demonstrated, force is utiuccesisary. 
When a truth uatiuot be demonstrated, an appeal to force is 
infamous. In tiie presence of the unknown, all have an 
equal right to think.'' 



OH, YES! THEY "PROTEST!" 

It need not be supposed that the small-fry bankers, bon(i- 
bolders, speculators and other thieves who have been left in 
the shade, while Jaj' Gould grasps the glittering prizes, are 
going to gulp down their sorrow in silence. I'hey ha'Ve not 
the mantiood of the poor gambler who can lose his last red 
with dignity. They "kick like steers," appeal in the name 
of public interests, republican institutions etc., to atop the 
monopoly ] But their protests arise only from envy and dis- 
appointment. Who is foolish enougli to suppose that they 
care anything for " republican institutions " ? We read thsit 
since Gould's triumph electrified the nation, iiis outstripped 
competitors are serving injunctions, howling for a new line, ■ 
invoking the interference of government, and what not. 

In (Congress a resolution has been oftered by Representa- 
tive Ford, of Missouri, (whose election was largely due 
to the eflforts of Comrade MeGuire), reqnesfcing the Commit- 
tee on Postofflce and Postroads to report a hill " for the con- 
struction of such telegraph lines as may be necessary to pro- 
tect the people from monopoly." A resolution offered by 
Representat^J'e Springer instructs the same committee to in- 
quire into the espedieney of establishing bylaws telegraphic 
poatai system under the Government, and also as to the cost 
of reproducing facilities for transmitting telegraphic mea- 
s^jes equal to those of existing corporations. This last reso- 
lution haa been reported upon fjivorably. Jiepresentative 
Wilis has introduced a bill which provides for the use of a 
line between Washington and Boston, with officers at inter- 
mediate cities, as an experiment in connection with the Post- 
office Department. It is thought that this also will be favor- 
ably reported upon in a few days, and may pass at tjie pres- 
ent session. 



THE CHICAGO "VORBOTE." 

The circiimstjinui'S which caused llie repudiation of the 
above named weekly, as an organ of our Party, were brought 
about, much to our regret, by the publishers of that paper, 
and we consider their present misfortunes to have been self- 
inflicted. We are still ready to welcome it back to our 
ranks as soon as it will agree to respect as we do the express- ; 
ed will of the Party, shown by the general vote of all mem- 
bers. 

Meanwhile we are compelled to condemn its dishonorable 
course in publishing as a last- resort, a sensational staf enient 
that our Eoglish speaking members of Chicago have orgkn- 
ized a separata movemeut, hostile to Trade Unions and the 
struggle for economical emancipation. The Secretary writes 
us that they have merely formed an association called the 
" Labor Union, ^' for the purpose of supporting a free, non- 
political Labor Lyceum, where all sides of the question may 
be discussed by any persons who choose to visit the meetings. 

We have the same arrangement in Cincinnati, Detroit, 
an<i other places. They are aids to the Sections, not hostile 
to them, and are not committed to any speciai principled ex- 
cept freedom of discussion. At its first meetings the trades 
unions were challenged to defend their conservative, non- 
progressive course, and several speakers criticised severely 
the unions as now managed, hut the speakers were alone re- 
sponsible for their views. Gruenhut, the man moat de- 
nounced by the Vorbote, was but lately writing editoiiale for 
ir, and there was then no objection to him. At the same 
time we also know Gruenhut to be an unprincipled scjimp, 
but on tlie floor of the Lyceum he had the same right to 
speak that any one else lias, and could not be prevented. 
The Lyceum is not responsible for any of the opinions ex. 
pressed by speakers. 

The members of the English Section have neiiar said that 
Labor and Capital should harmonize under the Wage Sys- 
tem, and ihey laugh at the accusation of the Vorbote. 
The reason why meetings are conducted in this way above 
described is because they can draw in strangers who would 
not a.ttend exclusive Socialistic meetings. Our English 
members stand by our Party just the same, and pay their 
dues. The Section is rapidly growing and another new (Jer- 
mau Branch hiia sent in Its dues. 



BULLETIN OF THE SOCIAL LABOR MOVEMENT. 



THE SOCIAL REVOLUTIONISTS. 

The N;itioiiiil Executive Co!uiiLittt;{.' has reeolvsci tlie fol- 
lowinj; eommunioiition, wliioh explains itself: 

Phii,adeI:PHIa, January ITtli, 18H1. 
Philip Van Patten, Comrade .-—"Will you please have 
■lie JJatioiial Executive Committee officiftlly decide tlie ibl- 
ifiwing question ; Cari members of the so-callfid "Socialist 
Ee volution aiy Club" belong to the Seciiou of the Socialistic 
Labor Party ? Please answei' immediately and oljlige 

Youra, fraternally, 8. Walbmakn. 

Our direct reply to Conirado Widdrdami is this.: Metn- 
liers of our Party have a perfect right to bel<)ng to any asso- 
ciation, of wliatever nature, provided that the priiiciples, 
public declarations, oflficial actions, and the Constitution of 
-u<;h aKSociation do not c^»nllict with the Platform, Consti- 
tution and Eesolntious of the Socialistic Labor Party. 
Whether or not the so-called Socialist llevoliitiouary Club is 
sill organisation hostile to our Party, we are not prepared to 
pcwitively state. Oertajuly, we do know that the Club of 
that name in New York, as weli as the one in Philadelphia^ 
was organized with the aid of Hiisiaelmann, the ex-meriiber 
of tbo German Koichstag who was expelled from the So- 
cialistic Party of Glermauy for his incendiary speeches 
agiiiost uiiiversid suffrage and representative government. 
We alfiJikuow that a number of speeches delivered before 
xbose two clubs, favored military organization, and tlic study 
of revolutionary tactics, and opposed political action. The 
■a et that such speeches are the rule and not the exception 
iu tliose gather-inga indicates a tendency contrary to the 
policy of our Party. Kot having seen the platform or con- 
stitution of either club, we have not the official information 
to justify decisive acflou hy our Committee. The -emotions 
In those cities should, however, lose no time in ascertaining 
the facts and acting as the circumstances may warrant. 
\Vo do not believe it worth while to dispute with the so- 
failed " Kovolutionists.'' Wheu they have Jio one else to 
quarrel with (hey will eat each other up. They are not 
nearly as dangerous as their wild talk would make^thcm 
appear, and so long as our sections are careful to keep them 
out of official positions and to reject their incendiary reso- 
lutions, tlicy had best be let alone. But should they dare 
to iiiterfci'e with the political policy of our Party, or to coia- 
promise the name of Socialism by any gunpowder plot^ or 
other follies, thej should he crushed without mercy \ When 
tiie Eepubliean Party in this country wishes to carry an 
election, paid emissaries are sent into the Southern States to 
pinhlish newspapers like the Okolona States, filled with 
violent rebel denunciations of theL'nion, and swearing that 
" t!ie South shall yet be free!'' These newspaper articles are, 
i>l' course, carefully copied by all Northern Eepubliean 
[ia[iers, and people are frightened into the belief that the 
war must be fought over again if the Democratic ticket 
should be elected. 

As the Socialist movement becomes a power, the capital- 
istic enemies, finding that open opposition only strengthens 
iliat movement, cuuningly iidopt the plan of sending their 
iij'jis among us to shout revolution and clamor for blood. 
There is every evidence to prove that such a scheme is now 
ing sj'atematically carried emt. We are ooilectiug ali 
information. Wo rely upon the good sense of our 
to avoid aoy personal controversies concerning 
these questions, but to guard eai-efuliy Uieir business meet- 
ings. Within our ranks is ^complete/ democratic control, 
full liberty of discussion and every legitimate means neces- 
sary to accomplish our ends. Only dishonest m«n can seek 
to break <iown that unity. 



PARTY NEWS 

Boaton.—Thc Section here is in a state of confusion, owing 
to the misleading speeches of an impracticable Anarchistic 
doctor, who, at his own expense, lias commenced publication 
of a wild revolutionary magaKiue, filled with lules for the 
construction of barricades and other nonsense. This myste- 
rious individual has converted to his purposes a writer on 
Socialism, well known to the readers of the Irisli World as 
" the man who exhausts the printers' cases of ali their cag 
T's.'' Mr. Morsecan congratulate himself that his individual- 
istic arguments have conquered his former opponent. Won- 
ders will never cease ! Rut we don't think our Section will 
sutler much. 

Meriden, (t)ra)i.— Connections have been eatablished with 
Harttbrd, New Haven and Bridgeport, for the purpose of 
systematic agitation, A speaker wUl be put ou the road and 
will visit each place in turn. This is a move thjit should be 
imitated by all Soetions in the country that are near enough 
together. 

New Ybri.— The arrival from Germany of large numbers 
of exiled Socialists, haa given the Section plenty to do in the 
way of holding meetings and stirring up enthusiasm. The 
fair held in December, for the accumulation of funds with 
which to start a fine English paper, is reported quite suc- 
cessful. (Comrade Jonas has departed for Europe, where he 
will take some much'ueeded rest. The daily German pa.i>er 
is now secure and on a paying basis. 

Brooklyn.— A. co-operative association in the grocery bus- 
iness is being planned and will be, if successful, enlarged in 
scope to undertake a number of other enterprises, ^d work 
in connection with a sick beneilt fund. The Section does not 
officially control the affair, but members of the Party will 
furnish the priuoipa! support. 

PhilndelpMa.—'Vh.e, daily paper is reported in a flourishing 
conrlitiou and was the first in the city to rriisc the wages of 
German printers. The so-called " Social Revolutionar;,' 
Club " is making as much noise iis a fly in a U)ttle, ^™t afrall 
Socialists who understand American institutions will havi 
notliing to do with a conc ern th at opposes legislative reforo"^ 
the Edemtief ship of The'cIuhTs'contined entirely to uunat- 
uraliaed foreigners and cannot amount to much. 

lJetr(iit.~R%r<i the Socialists have busied themselves with 
the work of reviving the Trade Unions, an<i throMgh our ex- 
ertions there is now one of the finest and by all odds the 
liveliest Trades Councils in the country. Since November, 
Comrades Dolan and Van Patten have organized seven 
unions, and with the assistance of Comrade O'Neill (our new 
Section organi/er), twelve unions in all have been added to 
tliB list, making twenty-four now in the Council. Bills for 
presentation to the Legislature have been adopted by the 
Council, covering the subjects, of Prison Labor, Children's 
Labor, Compulsory Education, and the proposed abolish- 
ment of the (Conspiracy Law. Comrade Simpson. Alderman- 
elect fi'om the Eleventh Ward, took his seat in the Common 
Council on the 11th inst., and is getting ready for action. 

Comra^le Simi>scin is, however, threatened with loss of his 
seat by the same sort of fraud that unseated Frank Stauber 
in Chicago. On the day after the election, the ballot boxes 
were delivered, properly sealed, to the City Clerk (who, by 
the way, is a Democrat.) Francis Alter, the defeated Demo- 
cratic opponent of Simpson, contested the election, and a re- 
count being held, resulted in the finding of a majority of 
eighty tor Alter, a change of ninety-nine votes ! But the in- 
vestigating committee found the boxes with seals altered, de- 
sb-oyed or totally absent, one box being tied with ribbon 
only ; of course Comrade Simpson will not give up his seat 
withouf, resistance, even to prosecution of the partita respon- 
sible for the safe-keeping of the ballet boxes. 

Comrades Koenneeke and Keitel, two exiles from Ger- 
many are with us, and addressed mass meetings which were 
largely attended. 

Our Labor Lyceum is working famously, meetings being 
held every Sunday afternoon for free discussion. We shall 
undertake to organize the whole city thoroughly before 
spring. Comrade Grencll is now in Ionia, Mich., the Tract 
Association having turned its affairs over to the Section. 

Chieitffo.—Tii^ reorganised Section has now three good 
branches with prospects of two more. Comrade Herzig, of 
Detroit, will soon visit the city and bring our German mem- 
bers out of the state of confusion under which they now suf- 
fer, through the falsehoods and misleading statements of the 
" Arbeiter Zeitung,'' The " Labor Union " is intended to be 
a valuable help to the movement, and is just now engaged in 
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puHing tafliiiati^m iuto the Trade Union men. It is need- 
less to remark tbat the circular recently issued in the name 
of the Central Comirnttee waa a baae forjjery put forth by the 
Vordoto people, with the hope of discouraging the Party. 

iSt. Louis. — Afl«i' ft long siege with the ''"Vorbnte" ele- 
ment, the Section has now overeoiiie all diflieiilliea and is 
holiiinff good meetings. Comrade Max Stoehr, one of the 
Gerraau exiles, and a tiiie apeaker, ia drawing large au- 
diences. Comrades Winter, McGiiire and Luebkei't are act- 
ively hammering away ainl the new paper will be iat^ued in 
March. So that Bt. Louis may be said to be all " O. K." 
Comrade Winter ^ ready to undertake lecturing trips, and 
we hope soon to have him on the road. The Trades Assem- 
bly lias made a strenuous opposition to the reappointment of 
Hilkeue as State {.'ominissioDt-r of Iiabor Statistics, owing to 
hie ahameful treatment of Comrade McGuire, whose eftbris 
alone brought tlie Bureau of Statistics into existence, and 
saved the llrst report from being a total failure in Hilkeue's 
hands. 

Milwaukee. — The agitation is progressing finely, hut the 
Section ia of tiie opinion that a speaker from some other lo- 
cality could aeoomplish a great deal. They offer a good sit- 
uation and steady work to some exile who is oajwible of serv- 
ing aa an agitator. 

San, Francisco.— Comraiis Wilson reports that the Branch- 

Ji; have consoiiduted under the old Seotiou arrangement' and 
ropped the " Central Oomm.ittee." In political campaigns 
the branches will probably be revived. Comrade Alfred 
Cridge's new book is attracting attention, and .ib it is very 
iuatriicliive it should be widely circulati'd. (See advertise- 
ment on another page.) 



Tmk National Board of Supervision has iasued an address 
to the Party, concerning internaJ affairs. The suspension of 
Gerhard I/iziua, of Indianapolis, for puWication of slander- 
ous correspondence against the Party Secretary, was raised, 
in consequence of apologled offered, in which Comrade Li/- 
ius adu).iitGd_the nuconstitiitionality of his action and ac- 
knowledged tiiaf "he had no evidence upon wiiich to biise 
his aeciif<ations other thai the iwmmimieations published in 
the Vwbofe by irrespousibte-persons;— This frank aclionof 
Comrade LiKins is deserving of respect, and the Board calls 
attention to this instance as an example of how unfair siud 
unjust it is on the part of any journal to publish articles 
■which, on their face, show that Ihey are inspired by evil 
motives. The Board reviews also the hist-ory of a disrep- 
utefciie and crack-brained individual in Cincinnati, whose 
persistent persecution of the Party Secretary had influenced 
other dyspeptic members to follow his example, and" who 
had been severely condemned by the last Party Congress at 
Aileghauy. The Board further calls upon ail Sections to 
report to the Watioual Executive Committee the total num- 
ber of votes east in their respective districts by our members 
for the Greenback Presidential ticket, and whether, by the 
alliance, our movement had been beueftted or injured in 
such districts. Where a minority of the Section may differ 
from the majority upon the reply to the above questions, 
they should also send in a report, so that ail sides may be 
heard. 



The Manner in 



BRUTAL. 

which "Puck" 
Question. 



treats the Irish Land 



{Answer.'', io t'orre-^pondents.) 

" Mylvany."—Y<m will have to carry your touching poem 
alxiut "Erin's Bleeding Heart"' a little further along the 
road. We aren't throbbing resptinsive to Erin's hleed so 
much as w^ were to the sanguinary effusion of Kansas, not 
by a tank-full. 

We don't throb much for people who are free and healthy 
and jet want to occupy people's houses without j>aying rent. 
We are sorry for a man who is willing to earn his living and 
eau't ; hot we don't see that this condition gives him the 
ri^bt to occupy another man's property without paying for 
it. If he can't earn the hire of his house, he has to get out 
of it, that's ait. If there is any throbbing to he done, we are 
going to tfirob for the butcher, tiie baker, and the candlestick 
maker, who have to go into bankruptcy because they can't 
collect their bills from the landlord who can't collect his 
rents from bis tenants That's tiio siBe of our throb, Mul- 
vany, every time.'' 



JUDGE JERE BLACK'S OPINiON ON THE RAIL 
ROADS AS PUBLIC HIGHWAYS. 



The letter of Judge Blaek to tho New Tork Ch^imber . 
Commerce is already femous. It knocks another fTop fro 
under the capitalistic edifice of fraud. We estrajit the fo 
lowing passages .as especially worthy of attention : 

The i-ailroad men believe, or pretend to believe, that ra 
ways lire the property of the conipsniea anthorized to 
thera, which is a cardinal error and the parent of muc 
false argument. A public highway cannot be private prop 
erty, and a railroad l.iid out and built by the authority 
the State for the purpose of commerce is as much a publi 
highway as a turnpike road, canal, or navigable river. 

It is the duty of tlie State to promote intercourse aii 
trade, by making bigbwaya of tlie best sort throngii. her ter 
ritory. To tliis end she may liike land and materials, whic" 
is an exercise of the pow^er of eminent domain. She ca 
build a railway at her own expense, using the direct agenc 
of her own officers, and after it is built she can make it fn 
to all comers, or reimburse the cost by special tax oa indt^ 
viduais wbo have occasion to use it. She can delegate fb 
tailing and taxing powers to a corporation or a natural pet 
son, and that is what she always does when she grants j 
railroad charter. But in either or any case the road belong 
to the State, and all the people have a right to use it upoi 
compliance with the necessary regulations and payment 
the proper tax. The corporations which have got the hat 
of calling themselves the owners of the railroads have i 
proprietary right, title, or claim to the roads themselves, bo 
a mere fraVichise annexed to and exercisable thereon. Th«| 
are the agents of the State for the performanee of a publi 
duly. If tlie franchise be forfeited or surrendered, or if it esj 
pire by efflux of time, the State takes possession of the roa 
ami runs it herself, or employs a new agent. The eompanj 
cannot keep the roa^i, any more than an outgoing Coliecto 
of a Port can appropriate to himself the Customhouse whep 
he did his official work. 

If the company may charge what it pleases them, the roa 
is not a public highway, the public has no rights in it at all 
and the charter wiiich authorlKes the taking of land to iiuiid 
it is UQ constitutional and void. 1 do not think they are op 
posed by any high authority, but no doubt they have-frttS 
been overlooked injudicial decisions and forensic argument 
The railroads being public property, in which all the peopL. 
have equal rights, and the companies that run them beina 
public agents, it is absurd to say tbat the 8tat« has no righl 
to regulate and control them in the performanee of theiij 
functions by such laws as will prevent pantiality, pluude 
and extortion. This is power of which no free State can dig 
arm itself by any act of its judicial, legislative, or executive 
officers. They could as lawfully sell the State out and ou 
and deliver up the entire population to sack and piiiag 
Those companies will oppose any effort to bring them dov 
to a reasonable rate with the argument tiiat such reduction 
is a violation of the contract between them and tlie Stat 
But on the principles laid down by Judge Baldwin in the 
case above mentioned a charter is inoperative which author 
izes a maxim.um. of toil or fare so high that the company ii 
able without exceeding it to ejcolude the people from using 
their own road. In the Granger ease from Iowa and Wi» 
coDSin the bargain was that the companies might fix thei] 
own rates. But the Supreme Court of the United Stale 
hold that a subsequent law to restrain them within reasou 
able limits was no violation of tbe original contract. ThiJ 
pririciple applies to a company whose maximum rate is ni 
reasonably high, because such a. rate is practically the sam^ 
thing as no limitation at all. 

The reasonableness of the freight tolls or taxes that maji 
be charged upon au,y railway will depend on tiie expenses i 
running ana repairing it and on the cost of eonstruetion 
The latter will, of coui-ae, be the principal element In th 
calculation, tor the tolls ought to be high enough to give tt 
corporators a fair profit on the capital tliey have aclnally ic 
vested. But many of these corporations have issued iar 
amount.3 of stock and mortgage bonds for which the liolde 
have paid nothing, or much less than tlieirnominal vale 
Another way of enlarging their apparent dimensions is 
water their stock under tbe pretence of increasing their cap 
ital, while, in fact, the additional shares are divided amoB 
themselves without putting a new dollar into the busine 
Of course, nobody thinks that the real cost of the road isl 
be measured, by the nominal amount of tlieae bonds 
sbares. It is easy for a competent engineer to tell liow muc 
any road ought to cost, supposing the work to be lionestlj 
done and liberally paid for. That being ascertained, ya 
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nave the true basis of a calculation which will show how 
much the t.ills 0!!!,'ht to be. Moat of our western roads wove 
bulk wTtii the proceeds of public lands craTjted mediately or 
immediately by tbe IJiiited States to the several companies 
winch jiow have them in charge. Thev really did not cost 
!he stockholders anything, and in some cases they got lands 
wortii a great deal more than all expenses of making, stoak- 
mg, and running the roads. The two companies between 
Umaha and San Francisco raised in cash out of government 
bonds, lauds and morlgagea of their franchises four or five 
hiiKj.^ as much as they necessarily expended upon the roads. 
Ihe stockholders, without paying anything, put the eiioi- 
mous surplus into theh- pockets. These roiwls, thus built at 
the pubhc expense, and in some cases paid for by the public 
five times over, are now claimed as the private property of 
the companies, and the right of the public to use them as 
highways is utterly denied ; nevertheless, I Ihiiil! the claim 
of theae companies to take reasonable toll stands upon the 
same foundation as that of companies whose roads were built 
by the stockholders tliemaelves at their own proper expense 
that IS to say, those comjianies which build the railroads 
with capital donated by the public have the same right as 
other corupanies to charge a reasonable toll, but their de- 
man<i of excessive tolls, though not worse in law, seems in 
The eye of natural reason a greater outrage. 

If railroad corporations have the unlimited power which 
they cUtun, then all business is at their mercy : agriculture 
commerce, manufecturere must suffer what they choose to in- 
flict, ihey may i-ob labor of the bread it wins, and deprive 
all enterprise of its just reward Tliough this power doM not 
belong to them legally, tltey have been permitted to usurp 
It, and I need not tell you tiiat they have greatly abused it. 
1 hey avow that they make their exactions with an eye sin- 
gle to their own advantage, without considering any rij^ht 
or interest of thepublic. They boldly express their delirtain- 
ation to charge as much as the trafHc will bear; that is to 
say, they will take from tbe profits of every man's business 
as much as can be taken without compelling him to quit it 
In the aggregate this amounts to the most eaormous op- 
pressive, and unjust tax that ever was iaid upon the industry 
or any people under the sun. Men go into a business which 
may thrive at present rates, and will find themselves 
crushed by burdens unexpectedly thrown upon them after 
they get started. It is the habit of the railroad companies to 
change their rates of transportation often and suddenly and 
in partieuiar to make the charges ruinously higli, without 
any noUue at all. The feirmere of tbe great west have made 
a laige crop of grain, which they may sell at fair prices if 
they can have it carried to the eastern ports oven at the un- 
reasonable high freights of last Bummer. But just now it is 
said that the jaiiway companies have agreed among them- 
selves to raUe the freight 5 eenta per hundred weight, wliieh 
IS equal to an export tax upon the whole crop of probably 
p5,0MfiOQ. The farmers must submit to this highway rob- 
bery or else keep the produce of their land to rot on their 
hands. They submit, of course, as all other classes of indus- 
trious people submit to similar impositions. Common justice 
imperatively requires that freight be fixed, settled, and pre- 
scribed by law, and that they be not changed at tbe mere 
will of the railroad companies. But the discriminations 
which make the rates unequal ar^the most odious feature. 
A grain dealer at Baltimore gets a reduction or drawback 
which is denied to others, and he makes a fortune for him- 
self while he ruins his competitor'^ by underselling them. A 
single mill at Rochester can stop the wheels of ail the rest if 
its flour be carried at a rate much lower. By discrimina- 
tion of this kind the profits of one coal mine may be quad- 
rupled, while another, with all its flxtm-es and machinery, is 
rendered worthless. Such wrongs as these are done, not 
only in a few sporadic eases, but generally and habitually on 
a very large scale. Certain oil men, whose refinery was on 
Long Island, gotrebates amounting to $10,000,000 in eighteen 
months, and seventy-nine bouses (I believe that is the num- 
ber) engaged in the same business were broken up The 
creditors of the Reading Railroad, iiaving coal lands of their 
own, made discriminations between themsplves and others 
which drove all competition out of the field, gave them the 
monopoly of the Philadelphia market, and enabled tliem to 
charge for their coal as they charged for their freigbt^w hat- 
ever they pleased. 

Thus, producers, dealers, and consumers all suffer together. 
Tlie case you mention of |4 from New York to Salt Lake 
and only ^S.-'jO to San Francisco, is perhaps not the most 
unrighteous, but it is as gross a violation of legal principle as 
can be conceived. If tbs railways belong to the people, then 
tbe rights of all citizens are precisely equal, and all discrim- 
inations are nnlnwful. Without reference to the public right 
■if property, they are so shamefully imperious in their gen- 



eral effect and in their peculiar consequences that no weU- 
gi>verned State will endure them. 

.1,3'^^? "-ailroad and transporUtiou companies connect 
themselves with everything. The proraoiio£ of commerce 
internal and foreign, the interest of buyer and seller, the 
rights^ of producer and consumer, the needs of tiie poor 
and the prosperity of the rich, all cry aloud for some system 
of management which wiU compel- them to do the duties 
they owe to the public faithfully, at rates re«*;ouabie, fixed 
nnjform, and equal, without extortion, without wanton 
changes, without discrimiuatiOQ. Tbe laws necessary for 
tins purpose are not difHcuIt to fr:ime. If you will look at 
the constitution of Pennsylvania as amended in 1873™" 
w.l find in the seventeenth section a series of provisions 
which It carried outand enforced, would be amp yScient 
But the railroad men and their advocates havi managed to 
nn press the Legislature with theidea that they aivabofetli^ 
Const, ulioii. They assert that eveiy restrtetion impo^d 
upon Ihem m tbe interests of justice, equality and fah-S 
ing IS a violation of the contrlet emUied in tbeh- c^arte^s 
All this IS no doubt very false doctrine, but thev contrive ^li 
some way, I really do not know how, to make the 8^1^. 
thorities accept it as true. I maintain tharali the sta^^: 
have a clear and indefeasible right to protect heir peoo^^ 
against such wrongs, and to exercise the power aT a Ed 
™/; When that duty is properly perfomld the If^^t 
ffa,de of eacQ Btate wilf cease to be enslaved and crippled |a 
jt IS now. But the commerce between the States will «im 

ht^^'n^n"'^'^*'^''''''"''^"'^ "^^'« *" -oppression and pLde" 
by fransportatinn companies, unless the national leSu^f 
does something to save it. Congress has power " to r^ul Jt! 
commerce i.etween the States." ^Is it not^stricOy withfn ^e 
scope of that authority when it makes a law ferbiddhiff ea^. 

el'a?trarS\t^^'"'? *^'"J"T' ""P^^' «^ destro? the%n: 
eharnSl/ Tf Iv. fT"^''^' ^^' ^'^travagant and discriminadng 

what would be? The power being conceded, an effectii«' 

te dev"sed.^ ^^ ' ''""^'^ "-^'^ complained' of'c^feaso'- 



SOCIALISTIC LABOli PAKli. 

N.-\TIOX..VI. BOARD OF SWE TtVItiloy. EROOKr.vr. N- Y 

-All eonoplMhts, gri|vaaceraTfa appeals, not adjustable b>- 
the Local, «tate or National Executive Committee, w 11 bi 
received and decided upon bv this Board. 

Address, JOSEPH HOLLEIi 

25i Floyd .St., Brooklyn, N, Y. 
hOCIlLISIlC PAMPiiLETS. 
Sold by the Nationa: Executive Committee. 

LASSALLE^S''OPENLETTEll,"(Traiislafioni ™w^ts 

■nfp,^^A?^-T^'''P?^K b.v Osborne Ward. .... . :2^^n s 

'■CAPITAL," {Extracts by Kark Mark m cents 

"DOES SOCIALISM TEND TO ABOLISH PEL 

. -.Tx.Y^™ PROPERTY ?" by John Ehmann ,> cenla 

^'WHY THE STATE SHOULD CREATE A BI7- 
KEAU OF LABOR STATISI1C8," by P J 

Mc(Juire 5 ^^^ 

[lS= LiBKKAi, Discount to Aqe^ts. 

SOCIAIISTIC TKACT.'i. 



Neat and handy circulars for the dissemination of sound 
principles of Social Economy : 

SUBJECTS:— "Government" —"Governmental Control"— 
"What is Socialism ?"— What Socialism Mpans'"~-'What 
Socialism Offers"— "A Just Criticism"— "Who should be 
Socialists?" Address, 

PI-IILIP VAN PATTEN, 
P. O. Box 567, Detroit, Mich. 

The National Executive Committee recommends that ail 
Sections order quantities of these tracts for free distribution 
as their low price (about 81.62 per thousand) makes them a 
desirable means of agitation. 

SOCIALISTiC LABOR PARTY. 

RATIOS A I, EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

Wm. Arendt 



ChaHes trb 57!) Deqnlncre street 

H. Kummerfeld, Treasurer 29 Napoleon street 

"|,'^.^,^\?erKig 29 Napoleon street 

l^.*" «? ^-" P^"en iT o. Box S97 

E. W. Simpson, Rec. Secretary 90 Wilkins street 

Jos. A. Labadie 121 Porter street 
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SEW BOOKS. 
"Voting not Representation." 

POLITICAL MBB-SAW, OR THK " ORB.iT AMEHICAN CfAME : " . 

HEADS, I win; taii.% you losi:!— thb sci-TjES op in- 
justice. 

Here we bave tVie two parties nearly equally balanced; 
but an a-eiit from one eudeavors to persiia/lea " bilk" on 
the other to cliaiige sidea for the drinks, dollars, or the pros- 
pects of officei or the agent may be a silver-toiiged orator,'' 
skilled in making the worKt appear the better reason. He 
may even be the ejiodidat* for the highest of&ee in tho na- 
tion, in ihe pay of public robbers. Tlireats, cajolery, raisre- 
presentation and other means of blinding a few to the real 
issues will be fr^iely used, because it la only necessary to in- 
fluejiee a sufQcieiit mimher of voters to turn the scale; so 
tUat, with no change of public opinions, tlie wh-^ie policy of 
a State or nation may be reversed ; while, on the other hand, 
a most radical change in public opinion may, by the same 
means, be prevented from affecting the result of an eleelion. 
If one politiya! party connot be utilised for the purposes of 
rich moQopoiists and unprincipled schemers, another will 
be- and the means above indicated will be freely uaed to 
turn the scnle, not only at the polls, but at the clubs and 
nominating conventions. 

If our preaenl systems of labor, land, Huauce, and above 
all of polities, are eonthiued, tbib nation will become a sec- 
ond Ohma, with its infantioides, its tortures, its tamines and 
its vices. We can only prevent this result by making our 
representation 

JU^P, S-AT17RAI. AN1>, COMPLBTEJ, 

Moanwhile, imtii this is done, 5®= the people are not 
■morally bound by omtntUutions. laws, bonds or contraois in 
the making of which they have, in fact, had no share. 
Mark this point well, and circulate. 

Send seven three-cent stamps (free to those who will in- 
■restigate, but can't pay)- for my thirty-two page pamphlet 
"Voting not Representation") ibr details and outline oT the 
\ciure damnation of Nm-th Amerioa, that munt follow per- 
■tiateuce in present political systems, and of the only effeotivp 
;omedies. 

j^^s trflot aiio^d be sown brn'id-cast, and will therefore 
Se^^rnished at bare cist of press-work and paper— Sa per 
1,0(10 ; po.atiige, S].2a. Ai,rKli;i> Cruise,, San Francisco, Cat. 

Any person who acknowledges the Platform, Constitution 
and Eesolutions of the National and State Conventions of 
the party, am! who renounces allegiance to all other polit- 
ical piirtjes or organiaations whose principles and i-eyuire- 
nients conflict with those of the Socialistic Labor Party, 
may become a member. 

In localities where no aectJoua of the party exist, persons 
may join the party by sending their names and addresses, 
witW dues for three months (30 cents], lo the National Cor- 
responding Secretary in Detroit, Mich. (lards of member- 
ship will then lie issued, and as soon aa ten such members 
(three-fourths of whom must be wage-workers) are gained in 
the aame city or town, they will be notified, aud will then 
organize theraselvea into a section by tlie election, by major- 
ity vote, of an Organizer, a Eeoording Secretary, a Corre- 
sponding Secretary, a Financial Secretary, a Treasurer, and 
an Auditing Committee of two members. 



THE LABOR PRESS, 
■ Our National Executive Committee recommends the fol- 
lowing newspapers to the consideration and support of 
"Workingmen and Socialists generally : 

"New Yorker Vol/is ZeUung," (German), Daily^ and 
Weekly. Address P. O. Box 3-560, New York, N. Y. 

"Philadelphia Th^^fitoi,'' (German), Daily and Weekly. 
Address, 613 Callowhill Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

"Def«iei;eZ4s(^," ;Bohemian), Daily and Weekly. Ad- 
dress, 135 E. Fourth street, New York, N. Y. 

"California Frie Pressp.," Weekly, San Francieco. 

"IjU Jeune loarie," (French), Monthly. Address, Cor- 
ning, Iowa. 

"Im Revue lanrienne," (French;, Monihly. Addre.sa, 
Corning, Iowa. 

"Press of the Co-Operative Colonization Movement." 

"The Oommunisl." Address, A. Longley, St. Louis, Mo. 

"Press of the Trade Union Movement." 

"Soaialistic Greenback Labor I\xpers." 

"Thelrish World and American Induatrial Liberator," 
(Weekly). Address, Ho. 10 Spruce street, New York, N. Y. 

"The Tablet," IflS Clark street, Chicago, 111. 

"Amerioan Workman." 8pringfleld, 111. 



T* I^ A.1^ J:<X> iztftl 

, SOCIALISTIC LABOR PARTY. 

Laliiip bein^' tho eieator of ail "caltii, throi^h and by it aloni? is org-aQ- 
iaed societj- anil tiviliiUition poHsiMo. It rlBhnuL.v IoIIo^-b that tliose v-bo 
labor and create nil wealth are the moat important part of society, and 
haaco should enjoy the full results of thi^ir toIV; ajid wb declara 

That a just and equitrible distribution of tlie fruits of labor is uttei-ly 
impoasiijla under the present system of society. This Jaet ia ahamJantly 
lllu^triicedbythedeploralDlccOEflitionof tlie irorldQg classes, who lire in u 
Btet«of desBtution and degrading dependence in the midst of their own 
productj&ns. While the haj^est and most disagreahle work bving^ to the 
woriier onlj" tlie bare neeessaiie^ of life, others, who labor not at all, riot in 
labor's production and e^'ery^ir^ that wfalth can pni-cliase; and we 
declare ,^ 

'i'liat the present industrial bTStem of competition causes and jntenalfles 
Chia inequality, eoucenlratii^ into the hands ol a few all means of produc- 
tion, disiributlon and the reKuUsof labor, tliuB creating gigaotie monopolies 
dan^roua to the people's IfbcftleH; and we further declaj^e 

'i'hataiesB monster monopolies and theae astr^oiea ot rich and poor 
are the natural outgrowths of the industrial system, uupported by class 
legislation, and are subversive of all democracy, injurrjus m the n ational 
inierests and destructive of all truth aud morality. This state of iiifftfrs 
continued and upheld by the now ruling potitioat parties, ia agamst the 
welfare of the people, and as the emancdpation of the norkuig classee 
muit be acbiaved by the worting classes tbamaelvea, it now beeoiiiei. their 
duty to unite as a powerful labor party to free tbemseli-eg from all forms 
of tyranny aud an imjiiet BJfltena. 

For these reasons the Socialistic Labor Party liss been founded, and m 
order to ameliorate the condition of the working people under the present 
system, wapieBeDD the following platform and demands: 

The material condition of the workiiig people In all civilized countrioa 
fs identical and results from the same causes, eonsequontly the struggle for 
the emancipation of labor is international and naturally cooperative and 
mutual. 

The wages system has become deatructivc of tiio highest interests ot 
mankind, and to abolish this system, witb a view to aatablisli eoiipcrative 
production and to secure equitable disiributlon we demand tbat tliu rasour- 
cea of life, the means of production, pubhc transportation and exchange, 
become as fast aa practicable, the public property of the people uiider 
administradon of the government 

BTCMAHOa 

1st, Entire revision of tbe United States Constitution so as to institute 
direct popular legislation, aud enable the people to propose or rejeet any 
law at their wiO, and thus secure self-government. 

itnd. The r^ht of suffrage shall in no wise be abriagf d. 

Sd. Politioal equality before the law, of all citiaans, without regard to 
creed, raee oi- sea:. 

■ith. The estallisbinent of a national ministry of labor. 

Dih. All conspiracy laws operating against the rights ot workingmen 
must be repealed- 

fith. Congress sbaJl provide for the loimediate creation of a national 
borfau of labor statistics. 

7tlL The rigid, enforcement of the eight hour law on all public works 
We alsodi^inand an amendment to the Constitutionof the United States de- 
claring eight lioui's a legal wodtds^'iiiail industi-ial employniantt, 

BtJi- Ail uneultivaied landf ^lall be taxed equally with cultivatirf: 
lands in the same looality. 

9th, The goveramont alone ahall issue all money, and such j^ht 
should not be delegatod to any banking or private corporation. 

Tlie SOOalUtic Labor FaHij Flruflgtex to vnrry o-it llie fuUoioing ntsasitres 
in tho^e Sticieg whfre theif an^e not nom lite law; 

lEt. State bureaoi'of labor statistics. 

Wd. Eight hours as a legal wortlng day, and strii.'t pimisbment of all 
violators. » 

3d. Aliohtion of the sj-stem of hiraig out by contract the labor of con- 
victs in prisoira and reformatory institutions. 

4th. Strict laws maiciiig employers liable for all accidents resulting 
from their ntcligenee lo tbetnjuiT of their employes. 

Sth, Entire legal restriction of the labor of children under fourteen 
years of age. 

{Jtli. Universal compulsory education; all sehooiir^ rnaterial to be fur- 
nished at public eipense. 

7Lh Factory, mine and -workfihop inspection, and sanitary supervision 
of all lood and dwelUngs. 

Pth, All wages shnJI be paid in the legal tender of the land, and viola- 
tions of this law muKt be punished. 

Btb. All liallots to be printed by towa UJifl city goveromenla. Ballots 
containing the names of all candidates for pubiie offloe to be aenl, ho all 
voters two dEtys before ea«h election, and all election days to be legal holi- 
days. 

10th. All property, whether used for rel^ous or secular purposes, to 
bear its Just proportion of tairation. 

KKS0H.TI10N3, 

Ifitr—Eetol': 'd. We favor the organization of national and international 
trade and labor unions for the prelection of workingmen. and advise our 
members to assist and join them, and that in resisting a^ressive capita" 
we give to labor, csploit«d under whatever form, our fuu sympathy, ani 
according to our means, our material support. 

Snd. Uetolved. All so-called tramp laws punishing unemployed woiiing 
men as tramps are uQconstitutional aud inhumau, ae poverty is thecebv 
made a crime, therefore we demand their repBflJ, 

Whereas, Twenty-two different railroad corporations have failed t 
comply ivith the oonditlons under which they have received land grants ap- 
gregating over lHfi.000.0 acres, comprising an area of tarritoiy larger tha- 
ncarlv a dozen rotates, and 

iV'HEiiitis, Millions of the citizens of the United States are fltnigglmg fo- 
a bare e-;i3ten,^c. imFible to precure hornes and a competence, and 

Whkri; ,;. ^'^■J' --i'road land grants would lucnish farms of fifty acr— -- 
toovar I. - . . .1 -.;■ i-iHEcns, therefore be it 

Riis - .. i.,oa the Bepresentotlves of the people in (J.,, 1' 

eress of !l .^,.,i,'s to revoke tbe ehartersof tlieae railr<,;id i,i'- 

rations ,in<i f.cli^i]ii ,.iu land granted under them forthe e^cluaiii: il... _ 
benefit and occupancy of thepeoplB. .,.-„. ., . P 

Whebeas, The so-called Democrats (land loi^ds) of the South have ]ome. * 
hands with the so-called Sepubhcans (oapltaliats) of the North ; and 

Whbbeab, This eombiaatiOQ of tho wealthy men, bofhl>orth nan, tv '" 
is made for tJie sole purpose of destroring tho hberfcleaof the comiiin ■ 
pie of both sections of our o'lnntiy ; tliert-fore, be It 

SfSOiiied, That vfe urge the workii^; people of the South, rcgiicul - 
color, to unite with their brothers of the SorUi against the attempts c; ... 
ruhng claeses to further Impoverish and enslave thom by depiiving them , 
the possession and enjoyment of the fruits of their labor. ^,j 
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